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FOREWORD.

A qitic, while speaking of the difference
between the drama and the novel, remarks, “The
drama is the most rigorous form of literary art;
prose fiction is the loosest. It is a familiar fact
that for the wriling of a play a long preliminary
discipline in technique and a thorough knowledge
of the stage are requisite, while any one can write
a novel who has pens, ink and paper at command,
and a certain amount of leisure and patience.”
Almost similar ideas appear to have swayed the
minds of Indian writers with reference to their choice
between poetry and prose, and that is why very little
was produced in prose. Iiven books on subjects
like -medicine or mathematics were written in verses.
Prose was considered too common-place to write
anything on. The genius of the people or the
cenins of the age demanded something rhythmical
or sing-song, something alliterative or aritistic, and
_even the teaching of alphabets or multiplication
fables was brought in line with it. There were
story-tellers but they could not tell their stories
without indulging in what appeared to he a measwe
of some kind howsoever crude. In such a soil
ordinary prose could not flourish and it was the
exigencies of the foreigners who wanted to learn
the spoken language, that stimulated compositions
in prose. A century and a quarter ago Dr. John
Gilehrist, the head of the Fort William College at
Caleutta. got 2 books translated from Sanskrit into
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Hindi which paved the way for prose literature in
what is called Khari boli. It has now acquired a
distinet place for itself. A large number of books
on history, geography, biography,drama and novels
have been written, besides religion and some braqches
of science, but the science of language itself
remained almost untouched. 'Within the last 2 years
Professor Syamsundardas has filled up the lacune
with his 2 excellent works, viz., Sahityalochana, a
book on Iiterary criticism, and Bhasha-vijnana on
philology with special reference to Hindi. Both
these books called forth the high commendation of
the well-known Hindi scholars, including Sir George
Grierson, the highest living authority on Indian
languages.

The book 1n hand ‘ Gadya-Kusumavali’ is merely
a compilation from Babu Syamsundardas’s previous
compositions. The first three chapters are taken
from his Sahityalochana and the next two from
Bhasha-vijnana, followed by 3 others, one of which
is taken from his Presidential address at the 6th
Hindi Sammelan. The first three chapters deal
with literature in general, the next three with
language and the last two with the notice of two
great Hindi poets. In fact the book in hand gives
a survey of the Hindi language in its critical,
philological, poetical and social aspects and is thus
pre-eminently suited for study in the higher classes of
a university. Since several universities have recently
recognised Hindi literature as a subject for higher
class examinations, I feel no doubt that they would

welcome the appearance of such a work, which will
fill some of the gaps in their syllabi.
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Bahu Syamsundardas has been a writer of Hindi
since his school-days. It was 32 years ago that he
along with his companions started the Nagari-
Pracharini Sabha, which has published a number of
valuable works ‘and brought to light through its
Search Department about 4000 Hindi works, on
whose basis the histories of Hindi literature have
been and are being -written. His personal con-
tributions to Hindi literature number abhout 40, from
which the Gadya-Kusumavali brings together the
results of his deep study during his mature years.

JUBBULPORE, } IIRALAL,

92nd October, 1925.
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